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Bookends (. . . or how to close your letter)

All good writing, whether it is a story, a research report, or even a letter, has three key parts: 
· a beginning, or introduction

· a middle, or body of supporting details; and

· an ending, or conclusion

All three parts are important.  The body is the largest part of the written message but it is often the opening and closing paragraphs that help to organize the message and emphasize key points.  Think of the opening and closing paragraphs of your letter to an author as bookends.   A bookend provides support.  It holds the many volumes of books in place, one next to the other.  Remove one of the bookends and what happens?  The books begin to tip and slide. 

Example from a letter by Anna Byes to Davida Hurwin: 

Opening

Reading is a strange thing if you think about it, and I suppose you have.  I mean, why would anyone want to escape and live the life of another when they could be out there living their own life?  Taking this into consideration, perhaps it is the books we relate to, the ones that involve our lives, the books and characters with which we have things in common that are the best.  They change us and make us who we are.  A Time for Dancing was one of those books for me.

Closing

It is difficult to walk through life muddled by a puzzle you can’t seem to solve.  This was my life before I read your book.  Afterwards, I was enlightened.  I had unlocked both my own feeling and those of my mother.  A Time for Dancing allowed me to walk in the shoes of a person struck down by cancer.  It was a walk I needed to take to understand my mother’s death and to be at peace with it.  Thank you for the gift of a lifetime, the gift of understanding and remembering, and the gift of tears.  I hope your beautiful book reaches many more and enlightens them, too.  Thank you. 

1.  What main idea does Anna introduce in her opening paragraph that she then returns to in her closing paragraph?

2. What link with the book does Anna make – with a character, or both a character and a conflict? 
Write an alternate (different) opening and closing for your letter.  
In your closing, return to an idea introduced in your opening.

Opening

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Closing ______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

