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1. buckshot p. 3: a large size of lead shot used in shotgun shells for hunting game as pheasants or ducks. 

2. calomel p. 10:  A colorless, white or brown tasteless compound used as a purgative and an insecticide. Also called mercurous chloride .   A purgative is like a laxative.
3. castor oil p. 10: a colourless or yellow glutinous oil obtained from the seeds of the castor-oil plant and used as a fine lubricant and as a cathartic.  A cathartic is like a laxative.  
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clairvoyant p. 52: a person claiming to have the power to foretell future events

5. cub pilot p. 35:  a person just beginning to learn to be a pilot (on a riverboat)

6. degraded p. 19: reduced in quality or value; debased

7. fathom p. 37: a measure of six feet

8. frenzy p. 76: madness, insanity, lunacy, aberration

9. hardscrabble (terrain): ( modifier ) (of a place) difficult to make a living in; barren

10. incapacitated p. 57: deprived of ability, qualification, or strength; made incapable or unfit, disabled.

11. larval p. 17:   just beginning, undeveloped

12. noxious p. XII: harmful or injurious to health or well-being

13. poltroon p. 90: a spiritless coward , rascal, lazy fellow.  The original couch potato. 

14. rancid (bacon) p. 67: having a rank, unpleasant, stale smell or taste, as through decomposition, especially of fats or oils

15. rote (education by rote) p. 23: by rote, from memory, without thought of the meaning; in a mechanical way

16.  subversive (sense of humor) p. 6:  tending to 1.  overthrow (something established or existing).  2.  cause the downfall, ruin, or destruction of.   3.  undermine the principles of; corrupt. 
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 tramp printer p. 1: printers who worked with handset type, the printing press and the linotype. “Their skills were not easily learned, but once acquired could be easily transferred from one newspaper or print shop to another. And travel they did.  Some traveled from job to job, from town to town, so often they became known as "tramp" printers.” [from http://www.discoverypress.com/trampweb/hist1.html] 

18. valise p. 63: a small piece of luggage that can be carried by hand, used to hold clothing, toilet articles, etc.; suitcase; traveling bag.

Most of the definitions are from dictionary.com.

19. obscurity p. 2: 

20. prodigious p. 37:

21. redundant p. XI

 whimsical (describing a man) p. 80:  

