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Instructions:
  Read this assignment carefully before you read your book.   As you read, stop occasionally to think about how you could write about the sentence starters you select.  Jot down some notes to help you when you write out your reflections.  Recording the page numbers where you noticed something in the book (and what you noticed) can help later.  Write your notes on the back of this page, or attach them to it.
Assignment: Choose five (5) of the following sentence starters and write a brief 
reflection  (a paragraph of so) for each about this book.  Develop your thoughts.  Extremely short answers will not do.  Attach your reflections to this sheet.
· I noticed…                                             
· I wonder…

· I was reminded of…

· I think…

· I’m surprised that…

· I’d like to know…

· I realized…

· If I were…

· The central issue(s) is (are)…

· One consequence of _____________ could be…

· If __________, then…

· I’m not sure…

· Although it seems…

Author’s purpose:  The author’s purpose was to entertain, and maybe to get her readers to think about some important issues such as how important or not important appearances are and what goodness and kindness really are. 
Intended audience(s): The book was written for teenagers, and first for the author’s daughters.  My mom read this, too, and really liked it. 
Academic honesty

By signing below, I am indicating that I read this book, and that the information on this and attached pages is accurate and is my own work:
                                         Signed:  ___Ima Bright Student____________
Reading Notes on The Hollow Kingdom                    SAMPLE
Your notes don’t need to be typed.  These are examples of the sorts of things you could record in your notes. 

I noticed…      
        that Hugh seems stuck-up and thinks he’s smarter than everyone else.  He thinks what he does is so important (p. 18)  and he doesn’t respect Kate at all. 

Prim and Celia think that too much book learning is bad for a girl 
P. 56 It’s not Lizzy that was being kidnapped – she was the one who would scream -- Adele was a dare-devil. 

p. 117 What imaginative creatures the author created – like the ones with long, long letgs and arms with the paintbrushes.

Marak has a sense of humor – seeing the funny side of thing, like on page 181 “the elves are gone. . . Well, almost gone.” “I think the guards felt they were mainly out on bouquet detail.” 

Marak really cares about his subjects – every one of them.                                      

I wonder…

     
p. 19 if the Elizabeth in the painting is an ancestor of Kate’s  pg. 20 answered: her great-grandmother

            Is this Elizabeth the “Lizzy” in the prologue?  (Yes.)

p. 113 Is Hugh the one who kidnapped Emily?

I was reminded of…

Maybe Beauty and the Beast or even Twilight (in love with a monster, though the vampires are so beautiful)

Marak worries about Kate the way Edward worries about Bella.  Pg. 76  

Marak is afraid he’ll “do something I’ll regret” to someone who is trying to hurt Kate. P. 120 – like Edward and Bella – p. 136  Marak is able to read minds

p. 53 In the musical play Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, they talk/sing about the Romans stealing away the Sabine women to be their wives – in fact, that’s what the brothers do – steal women from town to become their wives. 
Kate is something like the Kate in The Taming of the Shrew.
The goblin king in The Labyrinth with David Bowie.
I think…

that because Kate is so beautiful Emily will be jealous, and maybe Kate’s beauty will cause other problems in the story. Pages 10-11
that  Kate and Emily will be happy at the Lodge.  There are woods to explore and the lodges is a place of “tranquity and tidiness (p. 13), peace and industry (p. 14)”

pg. 96-97 Hugh very much wants Kate to be declared insane.  Probably that’s because if she is, he’ll get the houses and lands that belong to her. 

I’m surprised that…
the goblin kingdom is so beautiful.  (p. 106)  no drippy caverns 
it wasn’t the goblins who kidnapped Emily (pg. 111) 

I’d like to know…

why the prologue was seventy years before? (at the beginning)
Reading Notes on The Hollow Kingdom, continued                   SAMPLE
I realized… that Kate is something like the Kate in The Taming of the Shrew.
That the first time I read about the snake, I thought Marak had said that only Kate could see it, but I read it again, and he says “You can only see it.”  P. 153
If I were…

Kate, I would get a horse and run away. P. 59

p. 161  Kate, I would be bothered, too, about the snake charm, but it would be nice to have something that would always protect you from danger

p. 162 that the author is showing qualities that should be in a marriage.

The central issue(s) is (are)…

   

Belonging – How do we know where we really belong (p. 21) Kate is “unwanted”



Physical ugliness doesn’t necessarily mean moral ugliness  -- don’t judge a book by it’s cover.  By page 111, I’m thinking that  the goblin king is a rather nice person.  (and he apparently doesn’t lie.  The humans – at least some of them – turn out to be pretty bad .  the sorcerer – making deals with a demon and doing terribly cruel things. But there are kind humans like the people in the carriage p. 200
But then again, there’s the coachman. Pg 200 +

I’m not sure…

What the relationships are all supposed to be (p. 31)

Adele Marak’s mother?   Confirmed page 77. 
Book-of-the-Month One-Pager (A)              Reflections                           SAMPLE 
                                                 Warning – These reflections contain spoilers. 

1. I noticed what a creative imagination the author has.  She makes up many new creatures.  There is  the goblin king, who, I think, is different from any other goblin king in stories.  There is Seylin , the huge black cat who turns out to be something else, too.  Among my favorites are the goblins with stilt-like legs and long, long arms who use paint brushes to make the surroundings seem what they are not so people get lost in places they know well.  The whole idea of the hollow lake and the description of this goblin kingdom are new ideas to me.  Clare Dunkle  based this book on old stories (I read about that on her website), but she has made them into something new.
2.  I was reminded of several other stories.  After I’d read the whole book, I realized that Marak reminded me somewhat of the goblin king played by David Bowie in the movie Labyrinth.  Both are trying to get the young girl into their kingdoms and both are very magical and clever.  They’re different because Bowie’s goblin king is much better looking than Marak, and Marak is a much kinder person, though both do what they believe they have to do, and the girls learn important lessons from their experiences with the goblin kings.

Marak also reminded me of Edward in the Twilight series, though Edward is so attractive and Marak is hideous-looking.   Marak worries about Kate the way Edward worries about Bella. (pg. 76)  

Marak, like Edward,  is afraid he’ll “do something I’ll regret” to someone who is trying to hurt Kate. (pg.  120)   Also, Marak is able to read minds, though he can read Kate’s mind and Edward can’t read Bella’s. (p. 136)

In addition, the story brought to mind Beauty and the Beast, though the beast doesn’t change in this story, the musical  Seven Brides for Seven Brothers (kidnapped wives and both mention the Romans and the Sabine women), and The Taming of the Shrew  because the main female character in each is named Kate.  

3.  I thought (instead of think) when I started reading that a problem would be caused by Emily being jealous of how beautiful Kate was.  That was wrong.   I also thought that Kate and Emily would be happy at the lodge because there were woods to explore and the lodges was a place of “tranquility and tidiness (p. 13), peace and industry (p. 14).”  I found out that no matter how pleasant a place is, if you’re not treated well by the people you won’t be happy there.   A third inference I made at pages 96-97 was that Hugh wanted very much for Kate to be declared insane.  I thought that was because if she was, he’d  get the houses and lands that belonged to her. I was right, but I hadn’t thought about his plans for Emily. 

4.  If I were Kate, I think I would have tried to get away from Hallow Hill after I’d first run into the goblin king.  Of course, back then, in our real world, women were generally raised to feel helpless and depend on others.  She does try to get away, but I think I would have tried harder to get myself and my sister out of that situation.  

Later on, I would have been horrified, like Kate was, by the snake, but I also think it would be nice to have something always protecting you from harm. 

5.  Two of the central issues in this book deal with belonging and with what is and what appears to be truly good.  First, on page 21 Kate feels that she is “unwanted” at Hallow Hill (the estate).  It turns out that she and Emily don’t really belong with humans after all – especially Kate, and they find their real home in the non-human world.  

Also, usually our stories make goblins to be terrible creatures, but here they are ugly, but there is so much that is good about them and their way of life.  The book shows good humans, too.  The “aunts” try to be kind, but they are too weak to protect the girls.  The lady and her husband in the carriage (p. 200) are kind.  However, there are Hugh and the coachman and the sorcerer as examples of the worst in humans.  A lesson from this book is that you can’t always judge moral goodness by outward appearance.  
Grading 


__ Appropriate book (a novel appropriate for the student’s own reading level)


__ Book cleared with teacher 


__ This page filled out and handed in


__ Notes handed in with this


___ Wrote reflections about


the book based on  five of the  sentence starters


___ Work is neat and legible
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