Who’s Who for Polar Exploration (from Ancient Times to 1917)

from Polar Discovery  by the Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution
Amundsen, Roald: Norwegian explorer who in 1911 was the first to reach the South Pole.

Barents, William:  a Dutch explorer, tried three times during 1594 to 1597 to find “The Northeast Passage”  along the coast of Siberia.

Baron Nordenskiöld, Baron:   found a Northeast Passage in 1878.
Bellingshausen, Thaddeus: sailed all the way around the Antarctic continent in 1819 – 1821 – at a distance from it.
Bering, Vitus: a Russian who led expeditions exploring and mapping the northern coast of Russia from 1725-1742. 
Borchgrevink, Carsten:  led a British expedition in 1899 that was the first to winter on the Antarctic continent, probably also the first landing on the continent. 

Bransfield, James: led expeditions in 1819-1820 which discovered the Shetland Islands and the shore of the Antarctic Peninsula.
Cook, James:  provided the first well-documented proof of the existence of a frozen southern continent in 1772-1775, and in 1776-1779 he tried to find the supposed Northwest  Passage. 
Davis, John: American captain who in 1821 was the first to  land on the Antarctic continent.
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DeLong, George Washington:   US Naval Officer who led an expedition in  1879- 1882 in an attempt to reach the North Pole starting at  the Bering Strait.  Most died.  
Franklin, John: continued to search for the Northwest Passage on several expeditions during 1819 – 1831.  In 1845 he and all 129 of his men apparently died while looking for the Passage. 
Greeley, Adolphus: American who led an 1882 to 1884  expedition to set up an observation station in the Arctic and  broke the record for furthest north.
Henson, Matthew: may have, with Robert Perry, have been the first to reach the North Pole in 1908.
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: an Englishman who  tried to find the Northwest  Passage north of the American Continent to Asia through the Arctic Ocean in 1607-1610 .   He discovered and named Hudson Bay in Northeastern Canada.  
Lomonosov, Mikhail:  a Russian who led expeditions exploring and mapping the northern coast of Russia from 1725-1742. 
Mawson, Douglas: Australian  who reached the South Magnetic Pole in 1909.
Parry, William:  continued to search for the Northwest Passage on several expeditions during 1819 – 1831. 
Perry, Robert: led eight expeditions to try to reach the North Pole from 1886 to 1909.  He and Henson may have been the first the reach the North Pole in 1908. 

Pytheas:  A Greek merchant named who  discovered a land north of Britain he called “Thule” which might have been Iceland or other islands or the coast of Norway.  His descriptions of the midnight sun, the Northern Lights, and the Polar ice are the first recorded.

Ross, James Clark: continued to search for the Northwest Passage on several expeditions during 1819 – 1831.
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Ross, James: British naval officer and scientist who in 1840 an discovering  the Ross Ice Shelf and  the active volcano Erebus.
Scott, Robert Falcon: led a 1902 expedition trying to reach the South Pole.  He succeeded in 1912, but died on the way back.

Shackleton, Ernest: went with Scott on the  1902  attempt to reach the South Pole, led an expedition in 1907-1909  to within 97 miles of the South Pole, and led the 1914-1917 expedition of the Endurance. 

Smith, William: led expeditions in 1819-1820 which discovered the Shetland Islands and the shore of the Antarctic Peninsula.

Thorvaldsson, Erick: also known as Erik the Red,” from Iceland, who discovered and settled in Greenland in 983 AD.

Vilgerdarson, Floki:  A Norwegian Viking who discovered Iceland in  870 AD  
Weddell, James: British Whaler  who in 1823 discovered the Weddell Sea.
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