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Adjectives

Traditional definition: An adjective modifies (or describes) a noun or pronoun.

The “pair” Test

If a word can be paired up, on its own, with the following noun, then that word is a modifying adjective.

Example: I ordered the special deep-dish, Chicago-style pizza. 

We can pair up each adjective with the noun that follows.

the pizza

special pizza

deep-dish pizza

Chicago-style pizza

Words that fail this test are not adjectives. Usually, they are adverbs that describe adjectives.

Example: I like very spicy pizza.

Let’s pair up the words in question with the noun that follows.

spicy pizza

very pizza

Directions: Underline the adjectives. Confirm your answer by applying the “pair” test. The first one is done as an example.

0. The first movie was about these tiny, armed soldiers.

1. My first class is in an old theater.

2. Tall prickly weeds were choking out the vegetable garden. 

3. A horrid new crime wave was sweeping the entire kingdom.

4. Several discount department stores had specials on the upright freezer. 

5. An old sunburned man was leaning against the weathered fence.

6. The wine store specialized in very expensive French wines.

7. We had a nice evening with some old friends.                                                           page 9

8. The desperate company finally called in an outside consultant. 

9. An ominous dark shadow passed by the open window. 

10. Aware of his weak backhand, John relied on his excellent first serve. 

Directions: In the following sentences, underline all nouns and pronouns twice and their modifying adjectives once. The first one is done as an example.

0. My dentist has some expensive new equipment.

1. His first book was about rural development in upstate New York. 

2. His topic interested only the few specialists. 
3. Eighteenth-century Latin grammar is the source of modern grammar.
4. The unexpected rainstorm completely ruined my new shoes. 
5. A successful swindler often has polite manners. 
6. My cousin actually won a valuable prize in a publisher’s sweepstakes.

7. I’ll have the roast chicken and a tossed salad.

8. Our new car gets poor mileage.

9. I only made one mistake, but it was a bad one.

10. A dozen people were packed into the old blue van.
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Conjunctions: Coordinating (and Correlative)

Traditional definition: A conjunction joins words or groups of words. 

Coordinating Conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions join words and groups of words of equal status. There are seven coordinating conjunctions.


F
for


A
and


N
nor


B
but


O
or


Y
yet


S
so

These conjunctions join complete sentences together:

Austin liked Jessica, but Jessica liked Bob.

They also join single words or groups of words together. Circle the conjunctions and underline the words, groups of words, or sentences that the conjunctions are joining.

Austin and Jessica had a talk.

Jessica told him how she felt and who she liked.

“I love you though, Jessica!” Austin said and cried profusely.

“I can’t help it, for Bob is something special,” Jessica said simply and unapologetically.

“You’d better love me, or I’m going to spread nasty rumors about you,” Austin snarled.

Jessica sighed. She loved Bob, yet she didn’t want Austin to ruin her reputation.

Correlative Conjunctions

There is a subcategory of coordinating conjunctions called correlative conjunctions. Correlative conjunctions are two-part conjunctions. Here are some examples of the most common correlative conjunctions used to join words (and groups of words):

Ms. Dorsey likes both Skittles and gummi bears.

Ms. Dorsey likes either Skittles or gummi bears.

Ms. Dorsey likes neither Skittles nor gummi bears.

Ms. Dorsey likes not only Skittles but also gummi bears.

Either…or and not only…but also can be used to join sentences:

Either I pay my rent, or I will have to find a new place.

Not only was the movie stupid, but also it ran for three hours.

page 11

Directions: Circle the coordinating (or correlative) conjunctions and underline the words, groups of words, or whole sentences that the conjunctions join. The first one is done as an example.

0. Ann’s mother both planned the wedding and made up the guest list.

1. We were tired, so we went home early. 

2. This is either very good cheese or very bad meat.

3. I’m sure that he is OK, but I can’t help worrying.

4. We got into the car and drove to the airport. 

5. Did you want juice, milk, or water?

6. It was getting late, so I decided to quit. 

7. Thanks to careful planning and more than our share of good luck, we were successful. 

8. John neither takes naps nor watches daytime TV.

9. Either you give me my money back, or I will take you to court. 

10. Unfortunately, I am neither rich nor famous.
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